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The Novel Experiences of Guy Garrick, Detective 

. Dr* IVTITII P Pk'b'u V • -----...................... 


T 915 .I 

tij J ELI/**. Garrick—you 
have dropped in ai 


H 


I text. romlnt by a roundabout way. 
couldn't | "Is there anything to report?" 
a mors a * krd B»rkr eagerly. 

“They .-•■cm to bo talking about a 
opportune moment. Arc you rHn ,„ m | hfmn j mnn „ y ,om— 

l»uav this evening?” thing about two hundred and fifty 

• Not capecUlly." replied Oarrlck to , lhou«.nd dollars " 

’ ... ,, . „ , Burke gave a low whistle. A ran- 

tbc cordial greeting of John »'"■**-1 som for Castillo!" he cried. "That's It. 
house detective at Ihc Vanderveer Ho-j Garrick They are negotiating. Mid 
tel. Why. whal’g the matter?” !>;•'• hear the woman say anything. 

"Vou ve heard of the beautiful Se- j* 
noru Castillo. I auppoju* *'• Hut &h 

“\\>ll, I understood that kIi«» wan J him.” 

urallhv .Mexican refuse* , 1 *■*>'• 'Harley.* »ul in Garrick, *.« the 

».•!!• r p:i*M**d asaiu with h tray «if fr »h 
staying here What about ihe m-| p | >Mk ,. -ruh off those glasses carefully. 


By ABTHUB B. REEVE. 


••alrh what she -aid 
■ ‘-med to he pleading w Itli 


among th 

Whal about ihe »e-| 

nora?" | Here, let in.- do |l. Don't touch them. 

"You know ” slow'I> replied Burke. | r ycl. get the captain ..f the 

"she is a very hcauliful woman 

"Which i* no crime.” smiled Gar-| ,x it,, -usplrn.n. either. When they 


waiters. II.- ran hand! them arefnllv 
> nil gloved hands. And that will not 


1 through with ihe glasses, have them 
'brought hack here t<> me. • inly tell him 
, 1 -. handle tie in carefully—with gloves 
.mi only with Hm- lliiiml. ami forefinger.** 
Several minutes later th. 


down the hall caused Garrick to turn 
suddenly He had delayed ion long 
It was impossible now lo gel hark in!., 
the room without homg seen 

"You—you are a spy: ‘ cried tienors 
Mendez, catching sight of him. 

Retreat was cur off .larrlck could 


I ”• 'btnk we ran accommodate you." 
replied the sen ora. evidently struck 
*• I by • larrick’s positive assurance that I 

55 " »»» "no cheap affair." 

551 "Might I see the room" he ven-| 
| tured. 

I "My largest private room is oc.- u -1 


The Soldier of Fortune 




pied by a party tonight." she replied 
"Aren't there any others” • 

"Yea. only I am afraid they are 
loo small." 

“Still. I mtghi get some idea of 


almost feel ihc liery animosity which 
now snapped from Ihc eves of ihc 
senorn who hut a few moments ago 
had teen talking with him so grn 
clously ,\ gruff voice whispered 


how the large one is fitted up. inighi something an.l suddenly th- lights In 
I notT* persisted Garrick. | ’ h »* tt were extinguished II.- cniigli' 

"I will show you one lhai 1* not as | lb" word "inconimunlntdo Th. re wn< 
handsomely decorated as the big one.":** rush. :» sharp flghi die i.arrow' 
she agreed ar length passageway • larrlck could n*>: —c In- 


y>Z Sonora Mfnrlft led ihe way upstalm, , *MMlUntii, nop had he any id* a \% »i«j 

ii . I dliwlosin*. In faoi, wvfral room*. A? . ,h *>‘ w, ’ r * w»vr by the soutul? u »iir*i 

| they pawd thr door of onr. it wa* lo,,i Mm *ha» tt+ impr ou' 


"Ye*. sir. and your tn.in if ahadnw- • wlihoul watched or aermlni; tot “That 

inc Ihrm. Hr spoke to me bn h. fol- wat«*h Garrick 

lowed them out. air. and fold me to “I didn’t hear whom hr .-»*k(d for.” that man I'n eolni: into that ten 

tell you he’d li.t lie on until he could «out limed llurke. ** Garrick rejoined room, and a ? Norn. as I do I want you 

«ci a chance to call you up ” him pulAnc vigorously. “but tlie clerk lo withdraw him and -*» l»a< k to your 

“I »U|ip«i»r there i* nothitus to do repeated the number of the room in office You'll tttid ’hat I have ar- 


rick 

“Quite the mnirary.” ftmle«l back 
Burke “You »cr. It's this way. late¬ 
ly I’ve beeti noticing her J«nd fhe --••*« ••••••..«*• ■mn mr i-iumi i —— • .... , 

e «••*■ ill I n. Of Garrick until we be.nr from him.** Mid Burk* >u*h a way that I cnuld hear ii It ranged a little mrprifo up there for 

-veemf « have a lot of *<U «« . -|* r j |t . Pr . ;inyw |„. r , l ,. Hn triko thewe I impatiently "II. n a «r*M.d man- per- was* Ihe ?«nor»*» numl^r " you In lh. middle of the floor there 

mirers. 1 suppose Ihry would call - UM , fil#l , M . .j,..,„ r p«.,| - • ,, hk ..l the you ns • hapw he ran shadow them Iwtier than “Your vouna man la her*whisper- In -omethln^ that l«x»k^ very much 

lhemH«l i< ]> Now. yesterday fmr of I deferUvr ” j even I could, for I’m never sure but ed the telephone uirl to Garrick a few like a camera on a tripod, except that 

wl... I,..ike lik.- a Mexican . s'llr.l ' hay. «. ,-n.un of my cwn h snrt of ‘ «h.n some of ilicsc |wopl. know me. ... taler Inslead of a l.lack doih lo throw 

invn cnll. r. -.H. ihc rn..f - smll.-.l They wouldn't be Hkclj I., know him. "\>r> well Bend him up lo Mr over \our head ihcrr is .1 hradpic.-r 
and sent his card up «nn roin. ining , llllrk( . N „ »ill disturb us ihcrv - for even most of Ihc s.rli.nts h-rr llurke . rodm. llurke. I want you 10 lhai Ills over v.wir cars Thera arc 
written on it in Spanish. She saw, -iVo.nl • l.-aic sign.- on, here lo watch don't know' who is working lor me" romc u|> Ihcrr again with inr Mean- other mc-pnons. loo hut If you'll 

ihc man in 'be parlor—a Scnor Mo- ihrm and lip off i^mrlri to k.-c|. Ins In spile of ihc fact that II would wlitl,. have some onr else tail that jusi get bark Ihcrr and gel Hint hrad- 

. .. pace's rccol- '' a, '‘ "I" n. ' j 111 all probability be only a matter man at—there hr goes now You'll gear on and keep 11 on well. I ihlnk 

I *p 111 Burk*-’* room. i>n the top floor, ^ of minute* t*eforc they heard from haw t«» do it you reelf **r»!l mr up you will learn eomethfmc ^ your ad- 

lection of the name ott ihc cn«d • »r Oarru'k took tne ctu.-'i-H and deftly ebook Burke’* ehadow. Gnrro k could acarce- here a* noon »* you irei an oppor- vnntaic* *oor. 1 may depend on you. 

course. I don't know what it was alt over them some ordinary talcum powder 1 ly restrain his impatience t’harley tunlty. If I'm nol here I’ll leave word llurke-** 

about, but they seemed to be not un »”'leh one of the hcll-hop, brought Him had faithfully hovered shout the tialr. what to do." "Absolutely. <larrlck." rrpltr.1 Burke. 

_ , it hough When mr ’ n> "b •>" ! ’>>'W the |»s.l. r off Willi a f.-w hui had overheard nothing except a cguickly tlarrt'k rode up again to as th. two parled- 

uniricna > »• •• ‘ * c. title puffs of his breath. couple of references to some apnar- liui k'e's little office on the lop lloor. A minute lairr <larrlck sauntered 

attention was ■•a.IIed to It. I could I There on tin srnoolh. crystal surface, cntly mutual friends, among them a where his hoy had left a box which Into ihc little Mexican lea room and 

imagine lha* the senora was nervous | ’ i. ar and distinci, i-anv out a sertes of S.*nora Slendcz was <iulte small, including a dry bal- t rurlo shop It was an old three-atory. 

and just a hit frightened" linger prints. At last the telephone switchboard i rr y In the office he set it up on an brounstone house which had been nl- 

, "N«d as c-.od as I c.ciid wish." he re- operator motioned 10 Burke, who was ordinary tripod, much as If H had 1 lcre.1 with Ihe uptown shift of trade. 

Has the fellow cen urnun marked thoughtfully. regarding the standing near tlic cigar counter try- ' been tin camera of a I raveling photog- and now In the basement had the ap- 

agitm"" asked tlnrrick smudge, on Ihc glass -But arc'll have | n g 10 look unperturbed A moment j rapher. Inside, however, was a small pearan.-e of cheat* restaurant. 

-x*-- v-, i.o..c -..a i.e «sn. 1 l v o*. our t*est ) [ ;i ,er lie emerged perspiring from thal tantalum Incan*les*-ent lamp of |w- In sime of Ihe fact lhai both Burke 

<• ran oyer th- ni. endeavoring Iss.ln and rejoined *lurnrk 1 .-ullar shape and arranged so that It and his shadow had seen several peo- 

"Where are they?" demanded liar- glow-ed from the current of Ihe bat- i pie enter, the basement with its lines 

rick tery. Quickly adjusting the thing, he ! of tables was deserted 

"My man has shadowed them the 1 attached to it a sort of headpiece Garrick paused Now and then 
Mexi. aii-American Tea Room " Then. will, a Iasi look to he sure sounds indicated that upstairs ni least 

"The place to which Morelos, or that everything was all rlghi. he pick-'there were guests, perhaps in prt- 

fuxnlos. whoever he is had bis mes- ed up a similar smaller Instrument | vlte dining-rooms away from the In- 


! opened by n servant bearing a tray ! numbered He '■ It tmm-. If 
won i do. either." remarked,"* Rule cups of pungent steaming i inonioiisly shoved along T' 
"Some one Is going lo spot 


. t 


liquid Jum for a moment Garrick 1 come ■■■ ihgtn „t - „irs As if In 

csuglil n glimpse „f the party Inside | ,l " - strength of urn or three men l-.e 

There were several ladies and gentle- --''-wl.*- forced up. Fighting . verv 

men. all smoking the Inevitable little I “IffP- every Inch V last a .b.or 

. Igarettes. tine fa. e. however, caught seemed to open and with an irreslstF. 

and held his attention It was Senora j 'tnpulse hr w.c- tampulied through 
• 'astlllo Beside h.-r sat her dark-hair- Garrick was corn. e. ,j Here hi was 
e.l visitor at ihe Yanderv.. r There j locked ,n a room apparently with. mi' 
was only lime for a glance, but Gar- I ,T Indou». a rlos.-i ■g.iins: 1 1,, walls of 
nek recognised none of ihc others ! w hich In nt chi I..-.,: wtinoui elTe. l, 
certainly Ihere was no one who look- j W'h«-rr ,-veu |, - vo. . w:,. ,uut!V,i and 
e.l like ihr latesi vlsiior at the hotel., swallow cl up ||- I - nl them pile 

something agnrisi Hie door which 

otherwise h 


Hastily 

to arrange them In their err*. I se¬ 
ll lienee. ||c was dome an elaborate cal¬ 
culation with figures ..n a place *»f poster. 

*'l , oll,'e headquarters— bur- an ..f Idetitt- 
li. allonT' ask. ,1 Garric k over Ihe lele- 
dione i lew minutes later, when he had 


III some perplexity, hut finally he ap- j finished his cal.-ulation "Hello, eaptatn— 

—* .. “*• a ^° u ’ j handy* ^"lak.'t 'Z^v^ 

**orru-ihit»»: Ilf * 0 r«- uj> ihc paper into ( ovor twenty-nine. Yen. »lrre> the re-it ) 

llille piece*, threw pnr« of them into j of n I r.in’t h,. *.ure Thev are very 

ihe cuspidor and scattered ihe res! as; 1 . Pnnts Rut if you'll look up what 

. you have m the files I II he eternally In 

he walked out into the corridor your debt Gall me at the Vanderveer- 

"X»id you gel ilie bits of paper" j ask lor th- hou-e man—Burke 
, H |(Cd Garrick uuizzlcally. "tkssl idea. Gnrrn-k •' cimpllmentsd 

.... . , ...| Rurke. us the receiver dropped hack on 

\ es. and I have pasted them io- 1 1(J lK)0 ^ 

I "GockI If il works >.ut.‘' replied Gar- 
| ri"k 

lie had spread out the . ipher message 

ogam. 

’As long as your man downstairs Is 


gelher as well as I .an. They seem 
lo he a lelegraphic message In a 
cipher Rui I can't make uny-thlng 
out of it " 


Buike sprend a sheei of paper ou! ' watching them, we may as well trv to 
on w hich he had us carefully fitted to- fiBurn , * 1 '" " u t.‘ I>" r, mark.-! 

. l-or a long lime he studl-d over the 
gether the ye.iow pieces of he !e|e- lr> ^ ne a „ of cntnMnat|na „ 

gram as .f he had r.een playing with ,„ d UMne ,. v ^ methml he could think 
.. jigsaw puzzle l.arrl.k scanned ihe , „ f f>rd „. unrave , th , m , M , rv „ 


reconstructed message keenly. From I conlaineil' " ’ "" m ' n,ry 

ihe dale II had evidently been delay--i he sa.d. half to htmaelf. 

• almoet any cipher »» r.-n.laM- If you 


at El 


• «1 in tran!»mlH*»on. arn* (lured 
I’flfn. Tex . and read: 

"Yranmf & le»u an! nrwm e*dy 
nuect eeyu epnr eeuend wuevic voilit 
enr “ 

Ii wan un*icned. :*nil there wap no 
. lu* io Ihe render, althouch It ho-e 
ihr ;«<}i1resf> of “Moreloji. the Mexican- 
AmnrltMn ten room. New York-'* 

(Surrirk had onieklv wrirren the 
me*-.i izr ou» Mfc'nln. reversed, ;*rd wa* 
rending it slowly 

'Itn*' Ullnv el veil w dnt'ue.i rnpr «iye5 
iecuvt yde«- me>rn Ina IX & KmoB*y " 
“There *»re len e> * he Ruminated, 
tappini; lhcn» ofT iju*ckly w-lih n pencil. 
"At flr*t *fKhr H lookn ns If V must 
really stnnd for >.’ It is alvrnyn the 
»eiier most commonly need and here 
If in the moat frequent.** 

Burk** van waitlmc Irtipatlenllj “ft 
will take time lo puzzle The thine 

• •til." he broke in at length 

Wli«*re i> Sfnor CaPtilloT’ neked Oar- 
rick. 

Juki I hr point.” put in Burke l 
fulieve lhai hr remained in Mexico 
end eent hie wife up here f.ir .safety. 
Then Imv* been rumor? In thr paper* 
lhai ll« ha - l»rrn t upliirX by ihe ban¬ 
dits .if his «tai* Naturally, you will 
my. I'm wa> i-nmiKh to have caueed 
n cbanir*' In Ihe fc-nnra. liul there Ik 
eomethini; el-e coins on here l wleh 
In liraven 1 knew whal il wa*"' 

’T!"'\ nri< wealthy. I 5Uppo*e'“ 

*'Te>. 1 ii mi* retnnd that .loj*r 

litfo i- onr of Ihe creatcji haeir-ndadojc 

in lh- couniry.' 

“I'rrhap- ii may b.- t» lark mall—or 
•io- mav l>r ili»* viitini of a crt-rlch- 
*1 it Irk canc 

I io r Kr shook his h*ad *'• »an*l say." 
io »•••*•!led diihlou«ly. “I v\ anted vour 

• •pin "n, d.t I have taken the time to 
explain ":;np to you. Now if you'll 
(•••mr m round with tne to i»«r R*-d Koora 
..nd IhhK Ill -h(*w you the man" 

Bulk* lr«| th- wn\ down lh- hull tn 
mu* ii tlu manner of a hound rac'T for 
ib. »iclH • • til From ihe *.hadnw of 
a • ui'.«in-<t door h. pointed out lo Gar- 
• '• •• 

ink "in* l bin.; • arn«*.-ll» in a l**w tone. 

S- nom •’astillo w «k rrally a very 
b'iiiiiiful woman an.l w*>i|l«| have hern 
»-•• w*ilboiil the added iiiirmiton of ihe 
iillrsl l'nr|s|iiii creation Which m« - 
"nHinlid rather than ron* ‘nl'*d her 
» xqiliritc fori i From In i bal. w lit* H 
i.rrnili.t| «»f ilo* llm d«* la I'aix. to the 
h*el-s of her «1l»in1> lipt" T' she un n 

• immune rrcaltire. ;«rf|i1. inl. ii wn« 
I rue. j,. w* r. manv of liei .ounirx- 
»' "ii" »i of 1 ». I class, bill With an *i- 
iiat’tivfncN* heratMi of ihe v*r* ar||. 
Ib'taliU Th* man w•«>. u dark-fa«ed. 
*. 11 \ •* 'kinr»r,| fellow tall, inilllnry m 
hen mu;, slrni«;hl »•*• an arrow. iiti a 

hill* black imperial and a dietincuieb- 
i d >linck «»f hiiKh\. dark hnlr They 
w • re n --Irikltie couple. 

"ll‘ J evident.” whispered Garrick. 

• Hint he I* an ardent ailmir* r whatever 

• be nmy think of him." 

Ilurk.- mot toned to .« uniter who 
war piiKrins «IHi n ira> \ moment 
Intel II. rejoined Garrick 

■ Im coinc i*» iriw y«»ii ;«n example of 
»»,. . rei service I’Ve hiiili Up her. Mt 

ihe Sand* f veer.” he u rd. with 

jii!*i a tra.u of prl.i*- “This i* Ihe fir.-t 
linn I s*' had a clianr** |.. c r % tins on 
(.Ut friend MoreloK Always before lie 
was cither alone .*i th. \ ra t where I 

• oiihln’t p* t nt Ih**ii» Von *ec. | wnnl 
to And mil w*»m: i»u>j are loiktric 
about So 1 have u'^'n I'lutrlcv hi- m- 
et met lone. Now. writ. Ii 

Charley, tin waller, hovered about 
the table of tin couple, putting *clticr 
In the alAKaew. Miraicbientnc tiling' «»n 
Ibe next table, quick with a match or 
a spoon when it «n- needed, doina ev¬ 
erything a moM ohaequlou* waiter 
could do t(» earn n tip—and overhear 
j-nnlrhc* «.f ron»' r-«tiop 

Kre*m time lo time the waiter would 
rIhiicc toward the curtained door, as 
If uaitlnp for a j-lpna! 

rhapH ten minute** later. Burke 
crooked a flnaer and a moment later 
the waiter joined them, on *ome pre¬ 


nt the thine scientifically. But I want 
to k* t .it it quickly.” 

He was rludylnc the message a* he 
had reversed it. Suddenly hi* fare 
lighted up. 

“I think T have it,” he cried, “without 
all th- elaborate calculation I hod feared. 
Take those last , lette r*. EMOAET. It 
*i!Cire*t* io me MONEJT—Chat I* what 
th*-% ora afl»*r. The E probably was 
added from the previous word. If it t* 
EM‘»NEY. that give* ua A N, E K. of 
course, and the otr.er l«*tter» are the 
sam.* in both the cipher and the original. 
M M. O n. and Y Y.” 

’ Humph" exclaimed Burke. •*that’» 
too simple." 

“It’s n«*» so -imple at that." .red 
liimdl, "!»ut a little arientlflc common 
ko*„ a l'»ne ua\ xn this bjalness. 
Burke The two thins* tha? interacted 
them w. re monev «im 1 (’astlllo Well, 
take t ie fln-t word. RNS T1LI-OV. The 
letters ST11.T.O <ujfrest somethin* If 
K ‘' and N A. t'orn the other letter?* re¬ 
main th** r*ame— S-S. T T. I-B, and 
I. L This If luck Let me see how tt 
works out. ' 

Garrick was t nought fully tappln* on 
th. table with the pencil, mentally try- 
P'K ••* At in what :.e had discovered with 
what had so far teen hidden 

An idea sewm-d to flash (*rer him all at 

• •me. He wrote the meeicure out in the 
dots and d**he* of the Morse alph.vbet 
without an. abbreviation*. To Burke it 
meant nothin* Hut Garrick ran his eye 
over It AKiiin. th**n paused a moment and 
U'v.in tappin* on the table with the 
pencil 

“By Geonrc that's it. Burke"* h«|cned 
excitedl>. ’’Listen I am tappm* it 
(•Ut.” 

• ’Icarlv clicked out the letters of th** | 
ori.rln.il m. s-ukc 

•YKAOMK .v IKSF AM. N’RSEM 
ESf• V XIVBT SKYF EPNIt REl’CND 
W I KYIG VOLIJT ENR 

’ Now" he cried. “I reverse it 

Instead of th** mcaninjrles- • ollection 
of letters, when it w.v reversed th dots 
and dash, t* adunllx made words. H'inr 
letters »hlrh were forme*! by Minmrin 

• nl . ..mlunatlonM «.f dot* an*l d.*«hes I*** 
mu the same, oih-rs format l>v reversed 
. ombiii.nl io ns b« in* transp..«.'d 

The tneasaCe r»*Ad "I'igllllo »*r«be«i 
*uard. escajs'd vestenlay. IV mescal 

• it'll se|»c money 

• F—• m-szl and seize money.” repeat- 

• Burke, look In* bl.inklv at Gam. k 

Ales* ni ihn»’s that Mexican brandy. 

• rnrk w:is palpably excited by his 
discovery "No—not the brandy. I 
don’t believe that is what Is meant 
No ihere is another kind of mescal, 
ihc mearal button, the peyote l*ean 

rstair w IS Ml the northern 
part of Mexico That Is where the 
me«.*.*il bean irrows. t’asiillo has es- 
I'aped " 

"But The monev ** interrupted 
Burke, “what money”" 

The telephone ranc Garrick an¬ 
ew it quickly. 

.. . *- headquarters.” h«* explained 

I • rep'.ac-d th- receiver. "Thev 



he of the furtive glance 

Senora Mendez closed the door hcr- 
sejf. with a little exclamation of vexa¬ 
tion. then ushered Garrick into a 
smaller room down tli. hall 

l»n a piano in the larcer room some 
one was playin* :» (Kcuhar rhythmic 
composition, with a curious threud 
of monotonous melody runnini; 
throuKh it like the tlmcful heat of 
a drum. 

Senora Mendez’s dark eyez were 
more languishing than ever Indeed 
the pupils looked as if they were 
expanded by a dose of belladonna As 
Garrick caught her *lanre. he real 
ized ih*t she was under the Influence 
of mr/ral. at least parity 

He was not slow to take advantage 
of the know led Re A* uric displayed 
the room, nol without a touch of 
pride, he complimented her. addin* 
quickly. “But. senora. tt Is not only 
the room that In ateractice** 

The rhythmic l*eat of the music 
down the hall continued Garrk k 
seemed to catch the spirit of it. 

"I should like tn try mescal—once.” 
he ventured. "What is itr* 

“A shrub—a relmion.” she answered 
dreamily 

"I should like to try It.” repeated 
Garrick. 

The senora pushed an electric bell 
and a servant appeared. A few mo¬ 
ments later she returned with a tray 
of the little mescal buttons, curious 
round. dlsc-Ilke thin** about an Inch 
In diameter and perhaps a quarte~ of 
an Inch thick. 

Senora Mendez took a button, pared 
off the fuzzy tuft of hairs on the top. 
rolled It Into a pellet, placed It in 
her mouth and be*sn to chew it slow¬ 
ly. with closed ey«*. 

Garrick did the same carefully. The 
pungent taste told him that It w.xk 


have ba tiered 
dow n in time II. «* unable to *et 
•«U! :.n-l giv, th.- -,rt, . uruhlp m u-. 
'k <•« l.tlg.- » hi- It hr- ft..,1 *o d., r - 
H«g!v r:,li,d hi* hi, to npquirr U*hx« 
rnlgh' t,oi h.lfiiH -, tn i|i>- bruullful 
•r-onrx .-il :itij- mninrni n„u- rhx! th.* 
ktit-w Ihry hn,l i..-. n Kimh.-it follow..,I 
• Vr-rt |„ ill* v.-t-v .loor of Ihr hitlo 
lirix-nt. dining-room ' 

11 - was binding profunr'y from * 
cut oxer hit, bur in ihc rimme- 

riurx d.xrknrg. th.ti mode no dllfc-- 

-live Sight xv«« uu-IrM hen- Hi 
root was tori, bui h« Itrrothvd » sigh 

of relief a. hr unoiung ihc aiipuralu* 
tvhirh In- ,-nrricd under his coal at 1 
found Mint I! was prnrnrallY tlnh.irtti- 
r.i Quickly hr worked, dott-g it, Her ■ 
Otidr Whal olherwts,- tuigni hnvr lakor, 
tuinutes. 

Th- iripod on which hr would have 
Up Ms ■ mrra-Hkr affair xxa« 
hui hr mau.grd to fiatrlt u 

tcgrlhrr 

“I'm lorkrd in ii sort of r|ft„i on 
thr third lloor of tne tr.i room - " hr 
fairly shouted "Thrv a rr plnnfilng i>, 
grt ihr senorn Ihornuchlv un.Irr th. 
infiurnrr of tersmi nnd thrn 

A groan sounded In thr darknrsx l.r- 

ttdr him 

"My wtfr — 

Garrick drew Kxck stnrflrd Whose 
wns thr voir.- In thr darkness* II 
l.llnkrd Inio ihe shadows, hut cou'.i 
see nothing Suddenly, a hand seemed 
;o clutch his arm. s->nd<ng shlyers ov.-r 
him. w-|!h Its cold, clammy unexixce - 
"dress A mnn much worse xvoitny.-.l 
than hr staggered nl litm from the 
floor to which hr had sunk in a half- 
eonscious stupor. 

Tell me—are they—is my wife- 

He stammered am! would have fallen 
if Garrick had not suppor'e-d bin*. T-. 
a moment the detective seemed Inlu - 


up 

OrsW. n. 


the some as the odor he had oh 

served from the steaming cups lhai lively to piece together the fragm. 
the servant hnd been carrying during Ihe senltered events of the ,-v... 
his momentary glimpse Into the log. ns Burke hnd pieced together the 
larger room. , cipher. 

He felt a sense of new physical •fa.Mllo—yon are Gastillo'" he cried 

energy and intellectual power, which "You came to the hotel tonight !:, 
soon, howdver. wore off Then fol- some wax- you found oul that ihe *e- 
lowed a display of Images and colors, norn was heie You followed '• 
a confused riot like a kaleidoscope "Yes, I ms tinged to bribe a guard 
The lights In the room became as of the bandit* after 1 was captured 
steady and bright as the sun. only I and M* reach the border In n load of 
surrounded by the prt*m.-illr colors. , fruit I swam the river Kx-erywhero 
blazing with glory as If they shone ' I xrent f seemed to he surrounded l y 
on sands of diamond dust The orna- enemies I made up my mind to travel 
ments—strange Mexican gods and oh- here as fast as I could without bring 
Jems of art—seemed to take- on a recogtitzed Then I went to Ihe hotel 
glory that was almost supernatural fnd mx- xvtfe They told me she 
until It wras no longer any wonder to 1 hnd gone I did not give mv name, lot' 
Garrick that In the untutored minds from the description I recognized th.G 
of the half savage* the me*rn! hut-j R was with Santos I knew that I* 
ton should have produced something often came here J had heard lh« 
like a religion. 1 bandits say so Bui r,o sooner had 

The servant returned, clothed this 1 entered and demanded lo see tl>.« 
time In a sort of halo of light mid Senora than they seized me and ihrcw 
color, every fold of her dress radl- me into this room And you -who are 
atlng ihe most delicate tones She you’" 

whispered a word to the senora. who ' "A detertive ix-orklnc In the intcr- 
qulckly rose and excused herself As est of your wife though she docs nf.t 
she left, she seemed rather to float j know it.” replied Garrick tersely, sti 
over th« carpet than to walk. fumhllnu with tin- apparatus he had 

Garrick had been waiting for Just | set up 
such an opportunity. Here he was. 1 Castillo, weakened though he was. 

alone In the room. He hail been care- lu-at upon the. rlooe in a frenzy Thero 

ful not to take too much of the drug, w-as not exen an echo from the harrl 

and for a moment, as he heard the cade outside, not even a nxiuking 
footsteps retreating, he threw open laugh. It was madden,tic He groaned 

the window and breathed In the pure, and sank on the floor exhausted, 

fresh outside air lit gulps to clear] "Hurry" shouted Garrick getting 


hts head. tdutslde his door all w-.xs 
now quiet, except the sounds dow-n 
the hall. What xvrre they doing* He 
tiptoed silently along, fearful lest a 
loose board might betray him \* 


Into his machine, "Get them before 
they ran get awar Then release us 
You xx-lll nee,I a donor, loo. for the 
senora They have plied her with the 
stuff to a dangerous potnt Only 


he went he looked about Into each of | hurry—hurry ” 

the little rooms. All seemed to he i "What are you doing?” moaned 
[empty. Nowhere was there any one ''astlllo "Are you crazy* Are you 
who answered the descrlptlan of the talking lo yourself or." he :,dded In 


"What are you doing?" moaned Castillo. Are yon crazy?” 

f*a*K delivered'” rxrllimdi Garrick land placed it under liiz dial. Muflinij 
“Where ta II?” J oul Ihc j»ock*i on lha opposite aide 


“Scarcely around the corner H** 
shadowed Ih«m lh*»r*v but did nol %zo 
hi Itccauac he wanted to If aide to 
telephone ua He u* walchln* acrow 
llie Kireel from :» druu «iorc “ 

“I>o you know anythin* of Ihe 
place. Burke?" 

•i»nly lh.»t It in frequented larjrely 
b> Mexican? in the clly who want to 
dtarus* affaire in their native land to 
the accompaniment of dleh^n lioi with 
peppers and chlliz ” 

“Burke." exclaimed Garrick under 


have eomeihinK on 2~ over 29 — which! bin breath. “I'll wafer she is tminu to 
mean? really ihe i wen! v - seventh dt vi- I arrange lo pay lha? random \Ve musi 
Hon of the iwenfy-ninth row. a« tbc» i follow her. Get tne my n|TU*e.“ he 


* !a?>if> flnser print?, theoretically in 
th»n>-twr» row? of thirty-two pigeon¬ 
hole* each There ua? Ju?t enough In 
thn?e print? I look so that they didn't 
have to bunt thr out h many flies But 
In one tile they lell me they found 
print? which i urre?|*ond lo the com - 
bln?lion I Kiive them They are of 
;• man named Sanlos. »rr*-?led flret in 
1911 for a minor offrn?e and releaaed. 
but now under indictment bv the Fed¬ 
eral *rr»nd jury for counterfeiting 
Mexican money in iht? country Your 
friend Morelo? is really Santo? with¬ 
out doubt.*’ Then Garrick and Burke 
Were whisked down to the main floor 
to And out how matter? j»t o*; reused 
there Almost at the elevator door 
they were met by Ihe waiter. Charley. 

“They have Juat zone out!” he ex¬ 
claimed. 

“Toirether*” naked Burke. 


added lo the telephone irirt 


rn make M l»*ok a? symmetrical a? he 
could. t 

At the desk he hastily scrawled a 
note telltnc Burke that he ua? going 
around to the tea room and would call 
up hefor* taking any further steps 
lb had scarcely turned the* corner be¬ 
low the Vanderveer when he ran al¬ 
most plump Into Burke himself. 

“What's the matterT' n?k>*d Garrick, 
looking about at the deserted street 
and serin* no m\*terinu* stranger 
“IMd you lose him?" 

“No He went around ro lhai con¬ 
founded lea room and went In I 
thnushi there uns no use In my slay- 


we can trust your man to watch them 
just a bit • louKer. since he has lieen 
so successful so far." 

Garrick had scarcely finished de¬ 
scribing a peculiar apparalu? which 
he wanted one of his men to send up 
to the Vanderveer Immediately and 
rejoined Burke at Ihe ci*ar counter 
when the latter laid Ms hand eau- 
iiously on his arm 

••Don’t look around yet.~ shiaprrrd 
th« house detective, "hui after a min¬ 
ute step over and light a eigarette. 
Then notice that Mexican standing at 
the deak. nvan the house -phone" 

Garrick did so He xva* a saarthy 
man of medium height, ralher good 
looking, and would have been incon¬ 
spicuous if it had not been that he 
had a peculiar sidelong glance from 
his dark eyea. as If he would watch 


think ing there, ton. and as It was only a 


step around here. I thought l*d come 
hack to tell you tVh.n shall we do?" 

Rurke hail fallen into Garrick’s 
stride os he lounged along much like 
a sightseer to whom the nighl life of 
even a side street was Interesting. 

"What did the fellow who was 
watching the place say? Has ehe gone 
yet?" 

"The senora * So But he seems much 
excited. There seems to he some kind 
of entertainment going on there, he 
says I follow-ed our mysterious friend 
around there and watched him go In." 

**I think I’ll Just about alt In and 
belong—make It a regular party." 
laughed hack Garrick. 

Garrick paused on the corner. Down 
the street. Burke’s shadow could he 
seen hanging nonchalantly about In 
a dim. unlighted part of^the Mock. 


terrtiptions o! ihe common herd of 
customers who might drop tn, A sin¬ 
gle w-aitrrss in the rear was reading 
a newspaper. 

As Garrick entered she rose and ad¬ 
vanced toward him. 

"1 would like lo see the er—er— 
proprietor." he asked, repeating the 
question In as good MexiGui Spanish 
as he could Improvise. 

•Venora Mendez*" queried Ihe girl. 

"Ves." he answered. "Is Ihe senora 
in’" 

"I will see" 

Sentrx Mendez, who returned with 
Ihe girl from the mysterious region 
above stairs, was of quite a different 
I > pe from that which Garrick had 
imag,nci For one thing, he could not- 
help enticing her languishing black 
eyes, which might In her younger days 
well have belonged to a Bpanlsh danc¬ 
ing gill Yet at the same lime there 
was something shrewd and aharp 
about them, as if ihe owner had an 
eye to the main chance whether It 
were a business ileal or a romance. 

Garrick bowed low. 

"I ajn going lo give a dinner to 
some friends of mine, mostly English¬ 
men. who a re interested In Mexico." 
he explained glibly. "Yve heard a 
great deal of your cooking here, ss- 
nora. of your chills and tortillas and 
frijoles. I am sure that you can give 
a Mexican tinge to the dinner—and 
I’ll engage that It won’t he any cheap 
affair. I should want a private din¬ 
ing-room that would seat about a 
dozen—comfortably." he added. 


mysterious stranger 

He paused for a moment ai the 
door Insnle. the group were discus¬ 
sing in low tones the fortunes of the 
war that w-as raging tn their home - 
land From the tone of her voire, 
which he recognised now and then. 
It was evident that Senora I’astillo 
was far from being reassured that all 
would he well with her husband Mhe 
was evidently suffering a distress that 
even the reassurances of the entire 
party could not allay. 

Further down the hall. Garrick 
heard other voices, of a man and a 
woman Although he was not quite 
able lo recognize the muffled tones, 
he could at least catch a word now¬ 
and then. 

"Where la the money*" he heard 
one of them ask. 

"In a safety-deposit vault down 
town* 

"Then we must get the key—and a 
power of attorney from her to open 
It." 

"I have tried." 

"Then keep on—you must." 

There was a movement In the room, 
as though the tw-o were coming out 
again. Quickly Garrick retreated 

As he passed the door of the large 


a tenye w hisper, “to God '" 

“l.laten— Castillo." erled Garrick, 
almost beside htm-elf with exclic 
men! "You see this thing 1 have 
her,- Il is a n, xv form of w-irrlc** 
telephone The other end of 11 I hat- 
set up mi the top of the Vanderveer. 
where Ihere is ihe le„*i interference." 

Through lh, seemingly ’Oipenetrald,- 
xealls of brick a,.,t -lone he had bee , 
talking to Rurke' Would It work B< 
vnnd the farr that II had xvorked be¬ 
fore he knew nothing The miixui,- 
seenied lo lengthen into hours as he 
waited Suddenly ther, was the sound 
of the vicious knocking doxen of xvho! 
e\*er had been us-d to barricade ft-, 
door Was It help—rxr was It 'her 
infuriated captors, readx 1 nnx, to 
xvreak the cruel vengeance for xvhic 
their rare xvas noted ’ 

The door rrashed In ami Gnrrlrk 
felt himself seized 

•Thank God. man. hut you t,N»k an 
axvful rhance”' panted Burk-, literal¬ 
ly carrying him down sialrs m In- 
Joy ai finding him In no worse pilch 
than he was 

Castillo staggered up and past them, 
stumbling, groping, falling down the 
steps lie satis half fdlnling nt ih" 
feet of the seiiora whom Ihe Val 


dining-room he heard a voice say. derveer hour- physi. no w,i» applying 


"Bui even If I had Ihe money hers— 
In gold—w*hai guarantee would 1 have 
that Jose would be released*" 

He paused It waa evident what Ihey 
were doing They were getting the 
beautiful Senora Castillo more and 
more under the Influence of the drug, 
xveukenlng her reasoning powers, play¬ 
ing on her feelings—anything to gel 
the hey to the safety-deposit vault 
or even to get her to agree to open 
it herself and hand out to them the 
coveted gold 

Should be warn her? Only a mo- 
ment a thought waa needed to reject 
that thought. A warning might prove 
more dangerous now than an open 
alarm. Quickly he retraced hie steps 
to the little room from which he had 
come, determined to act In a slower, 
but perhaps more effective wsy. Voices 


such restoratives a- ihc unusual char¬ 
acter of Ihe ease suggested. In the 
background a burly policeman was 
holding the discomfited akxntos 

"It’s no crime to gtxc a private din¬ 
ner party and have » little nicx, . 1 !.** 
he was prniesilng i’crh.tps you ,|o 
not know lhat I am Morelos." 

"Morelos’" ml in Gnrrlck contemp¬ 
tuously. -You may call yourself More 
los, th" soldier of fortune, hut the in- 
falilhle finger print calls xou Samoa, 
swindler and counterfeiter *’ 

Castillo had turned at the sound ffxf 
voices The look of enmity otx his 
face as he caught sight of gnntos 
waa terrible. 

“You may he thankful. Santos." 
ground out Garrick, "that I sjn going 
to put two prison walla between you 
and that man" 





























